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When New Orleans roots-funk Dumpstaphunk first released their single “Justice” in January 2017, the group viewed the song as an important, if delicate, funk-blues anthem that spoke to their country’s turbulent times.  
 
“We wrote that a time when a lot of things were going on, says the group’s founding member Ivan Neville. “Myself, Nick [Daniels] and Tony [Hall] were kids during the Sixties and Seventies, so we saw a lot growing up, and we see the same stuff still going on: the systemic racism, the racial profiling, all the social injustice.” 
 
Nearly four years later, a brand-new version of “Justice 2020” (featuring Jurassic 5’s Chali 2na and Trombone Shorty) released on October 29, 2020, which will anchor Where Do We Go From Here -  the band’s first full-length album since 2013’s acclaimed Dirty Word, slated for release early 2021. Where Do We Go From Here will be the group’s most powerful and pointed statement of their career; more sharply relevant than the group could have imagined when they first began work on the album several years ago. The new R&B tinged title track “Where Do We Go From Here” dropped Friday, August 28, 2020, with more singles to be released off the upcoming album in months to come. 

Over its past 17 years, Dumpstaphunk has earned its reputation as the most well-regarded next-generation New Orleans live powerhouse, the type of band whose live shows attract sit-ins from legends like Carlos Santana, Bob Weir and Trombone Shorty. Alongside Hall, Daniels, Alex Wasily, Ryan Nyther and drummer Devin Trusclair, cousins Ivan and Ian Neville have built upon their family’s iconic NOLA legacy as they’ve transformed Dumpstaphunk into the city’s pre-eminent 21st-century funk-fusion export, resulting in recent career highlights like their July 2019 opening gig for the Rolling Stones on their home turf at the Superdome.  
 
Modernizing and reinvigorating the Neville family groove has been one of the driving forces of Dumpstaphunk ever since the band spontaneously formed during Jazz Fest in 2003. Daniels and Hall both played with the Neville Brothers for years, but the band has never stood in the family’s shadows during its nearly two-decade career. For Ian Neville, he never could have predicted he’d still be in the same band 17 years later, but the guitarist could sense the group’s historical weight from the onset. 
 
“It was cool we were branching off and doing our own thing from our ancestors,” Ian says today. “We thought the group should be a fluid, changing thing, just like life.” 
 
The band crystallized its early sound on its 2007 debut Listen Hear. By that point, the group was already proving prolific within the national funk-jam circuit, selling out headlining gigs across the country over the six years that followed until 2013’s Dirty Word. That record, which featured everyone from Flea to Ani DiFranco, was a modern funk masterpiece that reinforced the group’s well-earned reputation as the Crescent City’s freshest funk fusionists.  
 


Since releasing their last album seven years ago, Ivan Neville became a father for the second time, an experience that shaped his outlook on the future-facing originals on the group’s new album. “The unknown, sometimes, is scary,” he says, discussing the band’s “Where Do We Go From Here,” “but sometimes you just have to take that ride. We’re at a crossroads right now in this country, and something’s got to change.” 
 
The band’s mix of classic and modern influences can be heard throughout the new album’s songs – like the party-friendly mix of R&B, funk, rock, swamp-pop and blues of “Where Do We Go From Here.” from the slap-bass rave “Make It After All” to the band’s contemporary renderings of NOLA R&B rarities (the 1975 Blackmail gem) “Let’s Get At It” and early Seventies classics (Sly and the Family Stone’s) “In Time.”  
 
“We hope people can hear the new songs and are inclined to dance and inspired to think at the same time,” says Ivan, speaking to the new album’s delicate balance between topic material and dance-floor rockers. Or, as Ian describes the tone of the album, “subtle but pertinent.” 
 
The hybrid rhythms and grooves can be attributed, in part, to the fact that the album was recorded partially with the band’s former drummer Alvin Ford Jr., and partially with current drummer Deven Trusclair, who joined the group in 2019. 
 
Dumpstaphunk culled material from many different sources over the past few years, creating during downtime and rare off tour cycle stop-gaps at various studios in New Orleans: some songs were born on-the-spot in the studio, others as a drum beat or a groove at sound-check. A few were simply covers that were already in the band’s live repertoire. The songwriting was largely collaborative, with all band-members contributing their own respective stylistic nuances.  
 
“The songs all have their own little process,” says Ian. “That’s the best way we work.”  
 
 “I guess you could call it an unorthodox way of putting a record together,” Ivan says of the piece-meal sessions that resulted in Where Do We Go From Here. “We were originally thinking of calling the album ‘Coming Soon,’ as an inside joke amongst the band alluding to how long it was taking us between records, but as a touring band doing over 100 shows per year, the majority of time we’ve been on the road.” 
 
One song with an unexpected genesis is the band’s poignant cover of Buddy Miles’ 1973 chestnut “United Nations Stomp,” which features a searing guitar solo from a special guest, rising blues guitar phenom Marcus King. “I was driving around one day and that song came up on my iPod,” says the band’s longtime bassist Tony Hall. “I was like, ‘Oh, that’s cool. What is that?’”  
 
Dumpstaphunk puts its own unmistakable stamp on the Buddy Miles cover. “We’re not biting off anybody’s material,” says Ian. “There are a lot of bands that take somebody’s song, flip it, and call it their own.  As music listeners, we are simply students inspired by the legendary music of the pioneers that have influenced us, these songs are part of the fabric of our DNA, weaving their way into set lists, and in the studio, and taking on a life of their own “in tha Dumpsta”. 
 
Thinking about the band’s evolution over the past nearly 20 years, Ivan points to their Sly Stone cover as perhaps the best example of the band’s perpetually forward-thinking progress.  
 
“That’s a brave song to try to cover, and we did a damn good job on it”, Ivan says. We all love that song, we were all influenced by that music, but we were still able to make it our own, somehow.” 
 
“Writing songs and coming up with original material is always a beautiful thing,” Ivan continues, while still waxing over the successful attempt of Sly’s “In Time,” he may as well be outlining the entire musical philosophy behind Dumpstaphunk: “but when you can cover a song like that, staying true to the original but still make it your own, it’s a magical thing.” 
 
Where Do We Go From Here is perhaps the best evidence yet of Dumpstaphunk’s ability to strengthen and transform their singular NOLA roots in combination with the deeper outside musical and philosophical influences on which the band is founded.  
 
“Obviously, the New Orleans history is just embedded in us, but we manage to incorporate all the other stuff we’ve listened to over the years,” says Ivan. “We’re representing a legacy, but we’re reimagining a lot of it, too.” 
 
DUMPSTAPHUNK is.... 
Ivan Neville - keyboards/vocals
Tony Hall - bass/guitar/vocals
Ian Neville - guitar
Nick Daniels III - bass/vocals
Devin Trusclair - drums
Alex Wasily - trombone
Ryan Nyther - trumpet

DISCOGRAPY 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Where Do We Go From Here (Album) - To Be Released 2021 
“Justice 2020” ft Chali 2na & Trombone Shorty - October 29, 2020 (Single) 
“Where Do We Go From Here” - August 28, 2020 (Single)
“Justice” ft Trombone Shorty - 2017 (Single) 
Dirty Word -  2013 (Studio Album)
Everybody Want Sum - 2010 (Studio Album)
Listen Hear -  2007 (Studio Album) 



SOCIALS 

Official Website 
Instagram 
Facebook
Twitter
YouTube
Spotify
Apple Music


ACCOLADES 

“Best Funk Band” by Gambit Weekly – 2014 
“Best Funk Band by Offbeat Magazine – 2014 


RECENT PRESS 

Brooklyn Vegan - Watch Dumpstaphunk’s powerful new song/video “Justice 2020″ ft. Jurassic 5’s Chali 2na

Live For Live Music - Dumpstaphunk Gives Protest Anthem “Justice” A 2020 Update With Chali 2na, Trombone Shorty [Watch]

https://liveforlivemusic.com/news/dumpstaphunk-justice-2020-chali-2na-trombone-shorty/

Billboard - Dumpstaphunk and Trombone Shorty Take a Stand in 'Justice' Video: Premiere

Offbeat Magazine -  Dumpstaphunk, Trombone Shorty Release Politically-Charged Music Video For “Justice”

MusicFestNews - Live Review Nov 24, 2019 – Tampa FL 

Rolling Stone - Dumpstaphunk Talk Funk, the Dirtiest Four-Letter Word, at Bonnaroo

NPR – Dumpstaphunk on World Café 

Offbeat Magazine – Dumpstaphunk’s Funky Decade




PRESS QUOTES

"Dumpstaphunk has grown from a small side project into one of New Orleans' most prestigious modern funk ensembles." - Rolling Stone

"I don't expect to hear anything funkier this year." - Jon Pareles, New York Times

"Dumpstaphunk's self-produced sonic approach feels live, nasty, and greasy. The band's writing celebrates community, self-reliance, and social responsibility." - iTunes

"Funksters and those who relish solid musicianship and incredible vocal harmonies can just be glad that an album like Dirty Word is still being made -- that the 'one nation under a groove' remains vital. It's a head noddin,' booty shakin' disc..." - Louisiana Weekly

"If Dumpstaphunk was a 3 course meal it would start with a juicy rhythm section, then move on to a beautiful arrangement of guitars and keys, seasoned with some soulful vocals and add a pinch of Cosmic Slop for good measure." - Austin Chronicle

"Dirty Word offers a remarkably fresh update on a sometimes neglected genre." - Mix Magazine

"[Dirty Word] stands on its own as the harbinger of a new style of 21st century funk." - The Vinyl District

"[A] jackpot of a funk record from Dumpstaphunk." – WNYC

RECENT TOURING HIGHLIGHTS 

New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival (2005-2020)
Jam Cruise - Florida/Bahamas (2014, 2016, 2019, 2020) 
New Orleans Superdome with The Rolling Stones, No Filter Tour, 2019 
George Clinton & The Parliament Funkadelic, Farewell Tour, 2019 
Dead & Company’s Playing In The Sand – Mexico (2019) 
Summerstage - New York, NY (2019) 
BluesFest at Byron Bay - Australia (2019) 
Fuji Rock Festival - Japan (2019)
High Sierra Music Festival - Quincy, CA (2011, 2020) 
[bookmark: m_-2222921399909554222__GoBack]Summer Camp Music Festival - Chillicothe, IL (2010, 2015, 2017)
Lockn Festival - Arrington, VA (2014)
Suwannee Hulaween - Live Oak, FL (2015, 2017) 
VoodooFest - New Orleans, LA (2015, 2011)
Outside Lands Festival - San Francisco, CA (2013) 
Bonnaroo Festival -  Great Stage Park, TN (2006, 2012)
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